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I. Fill in each blank with the most appropriate word or phrase.

1. English rhetoric has long-standing traditions tracing back to Aristotle and even

earlier. The three (1) criteria, logos, pathos and (2)




, are its fundamental elements.

2. Grammar is the law of the language, considered as language; rhetoric is the art of the

language, considered as . Grammar tells what is correct; rhetoric

tells what is effective and pleasing.

3. Selecting words and phrases refers to the use of words, which always involves choice

based on the following five principles: exactness or precision, (1) ,

relevant accuracy, vividness or gracefulness, and appropriateness or propriety.
Application of these above principles is closely related to one’s (2)

of vocabulary.

Il. Determine whether each of the following statements is correct or not by
marking in the bracket with T (True) or F (False).

1. According to A Spectrum of Rhetoric, the three fundamental elements in writing are
fact, reason and logic. Any piece of written discourse should contain a combination

of these elements. ( )

2. Induction is the process of drawing a conclusion from propositions known to be true,

or assumed to be true, whereas deduction refers to the opposite process of reasoning.

¢ )

3. Aclear central thought is essential in each paragraph, which means all the statements
and details in the paragraph must be closely related to the central thought so that there

should be good connections between sentences. ( )

I11. Read each of the following statements carefully. Decide which one of the four
choices can best completes the statement and put the letter A, B, C, or D in the
bracket.

1. Modern rhetoric refers to . ( )




A. the science of oratory
B. the ability to write or speak well, usually in ornate, showy manners
C. the skills of how to influence an audience, including the choice of words and

phrases, the variety of sentence patterns, the organization of paragraphs and whole

texts, etc.

D. the constant use of figures of speech in any context so as to increase vividness,

gracefulness, humor, attraction, or whatever

2. The following principles EXCEPT are required for selecting

words and phrases. ( )

A. Choose the word that will convey your meaning as exactly as possible.

B. Try various ways to make your writing vivid and interesting.

C. Try to use the smallest number of words necessary to say what you want to say.

D. Never hesitate to make use of clichés so as to make your writing high sounding.

3. Which of the following statements refers to fallacies in logical reasoning?

C )

A. Enlightened business firms have now given up all the conventional formalities in
letter writing.

B. An experienced letter-writer adopts a style fitted to the degree of formality that his
letter requires and maintains that style consistently throughout.

C. Business advertisements are important means to promote sales.

D. Since they abolished capital punishment, the crime rate there has increased, which

tells us that capital punishment must be restored.

IV. Rewrite each of the following statements as required.

1. The gossip was like a net that strangled her. Note: Use Metaphor (F&Mr).

2. Quality breeds success. Note: Write out the original saying from which this form of

2



Parody (f/j{t.) comes.

3. There seems to be a general assumption that brilliant people cannot stand routine,
and that they need a varied, exciting life in order to do their best. We were told that
the reason present-day young people protest so loudly against the dullness of factory
jobs is that they are better educated and brighter than the youth of the past. Note:
Make a complete syllogism (= Eti£) on the basis of the above statement.

Major premise:

Minor premise:

Conclusion:

V. Improve each of the following statements by making any changes you find
necessary.
1. Alice Walker, one of America’s best-known writers, she has published both poetry

and prose.

2. 1 got up very early the other day. I caught the first bus, but I still arrived late due to the

reason of the heavy traffic jam.

3. There are many people who have the belief that the financial crisis which took place
in the year of 2009 has already come to its end and their prediction is that a new

boom for everything is just at hand.

V1. Answer the following questions.
1. Interpret either in English or in Chinese each of the following items:
fm ---
etal ---
Madison Avenue ---
BBC ---

(live by one’s) pen ---



2. Explain whether the word “feul” is used literally or figuratively in the expression “to
add fuel to the flames”. Can you give one example to illustrate the figurative meaning

of the word “feul”?

3. How can a writer summarize a large body of facts within a limited space?



