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Part I. Read aloud the following passage and be ready to answer the questions in complete
sentences according to the passage.  (30%)

Britain has a state-supported payment system, the National Health Service (NHS), which has
made free medical care available to British residents since 1947. All health facilities in the
British national system are owned by the government, and all physicians and health-care workers
in the system are federal employees.

Operating funds for the hospitals are taken from tax revenues and parceled out to authorities
in different regions, who then decided how to allocate them. Each hospital is allotted an annual
operating budget.

Each patient in the NHS registers with a general practitioner. These doctors act as
gatekeepers, referring a patient to a specialist only when they think it necessary. General
practitioners are paid a fee for each patient registered with them as well as a fee for services such
as immunizations. Medical specialists receive an annual salary.

Because health officials set strict limits on the total amount of medical expenditures, the
NHS does not pay for all services. Most patients foot the cost of drugs, eyeglasses, and dentistry.
Organ transplants and other expensive treatments are restricted to those who, according to
guideline, can benefit most from them. And there are long waiting lists for operations.

Not all Britons rely exclusively on the NHS for medical care. Those who can afford
additional care may seek treatment from private doctors. About 10 percent of citizens
supplement their NHS coverage with private insurance, which helps pay for treatment by private
physicians or for services the NHS does not cover. (246 words)

Part Il. Answer the following questions in complete sentences according to the passage.
(40%0)
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When was NHS established in Britain?

Where do the operating funds for the hospitals come from?
When does a general practitioner refer a patient to a specialist?
Does NHS cover all the medical services?

In UK, who may seek treatment from private doctors?
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Part 111. Talk on the following topic. You should say at least 8 sentences. (30%)
How do you like the reformed medical care system in China?



